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SUBJECT: SINGAPOREAN COMMENTS ON US-PHILIPPINE RELATIONS 

1 . RECENT CONVERSATIONS I HAVE HAD WITH PRIME MINISTER 
LEE KUAN YEW AND FOREIGN MINISTER RAJARATNAM FOCUSSED 
PRIMARILY ON ASEAN MATTERS, BUT BOTH COMMENTED BRIEFLY 
ON US-PHILIPPINE RELATIONS ON THE BASIS OF CONVERSATIONS 
WITH THEIR FILIPINO OPPOSITE NUMBERS DURING PM LEE’S 
RECENT PHILIPPINE VISIT. 

2. PM LEE TOLD ME HE FOUND PRESIDENT MARCOS VERY'TOUCHY" 

ABOUT THE US AS A RESULT OF THE RELEASE OF THE DEPART- 
MENT'S HUMAN RIGHTS STATEMENT ON THE PHILIPPINES. 

INITIALLY, LEE HAD RECEIVED THE IMPRESSION THAT MARCOS 
WOULD IN CONSEQUENCE "SIT ON" THE OPENING OF A US- 
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ASEAN ECONOMIC DIALOGUE. RAJARATNAM TOLD ME THAT THE 
PHILIPPINE BUREAUCRACY HAD INDEED BEEN HOLDING BACK 
ON THIS MATTER UNTIL MARCOS' REAL ATTITUDE TOWARD THE 
US BECAME APPARENT. HOWEVER, IT HAD BEEN POSSIBLE FOR 
SINGAPORE TO GET THE PHILIPPINES TO GO ALONG WITH A 
STATEMENT IN THE JOINT COMMUNIQUE CALLING FOR A JAPAN- 
ASEAN AND A US-ASEAN ECONOMIC DIALOGUE, AND THINGS ONCE 
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AGAIN WERE MOVING. 

3. RAJARTANM WAS INCLINED TO CREDIT THE IMPROVED 
CLIMATE WITH RESPECT TO THE US AND ASEAN TO THE PRIVATE 
TALKS WHICH PM LEE HAD HELD WITH PRESIDENT MARCOS. LEE 
HAD TOLD RAJARATNAM SUBSEQUENTLY THAT HE HAD STRESSED 
TO MARCOS THE STRATEGIC NECESSITY FOR THE US TO STAY ON 
IN SOUTHEAST ASIA AND MAINTAIN THE BALANCE OF POWER. AND 
MARCOS HAD AGREED. (MARCOS HAD RECENTLY MADE A PUBLIC 
STATEMENT TO THIS EFFECT, RAJA RECALLED.) 

4. PM LEE HAD NOT MENTIONED TO RAJA WHETHER THE SUBJECT 
OF THE US BASES HAD COME UP IN THE LEE-MARCOS TALKS, BUT 
RAJA FELT THAT THIS COULD HAVE BEEN SUBSUMED IN THEIR 
DISCUSSION OF THE US STRATEGIC ROLE. 

5. IN ANY EVENT, RAJA HAD THE IMPRESSION THAT US- 
PHILIPPINE RELATIONS WERE NOW ON THE UPTURN. AS EVIDENCE, 
HE MENTIONED THAT THE GOS EMBASSY IN MANILA HAD JUST 
REPORTED A MOVE BY ROMULO TO EASE TAX RESTRICTIONS 

ON AMERICAN BUSINESSMEN IN THE PHILIPPINES. 
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